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Mr. H. A. BARKER respectfully inform 

the JPublic, that he took the View of Fttrto* 
Femgo in the latter part of October and 
heginning of November, 1814. As soon as his 
motive Jor visitif^ i^ibA was made known to 
Count Bertrandy to wh&m he had a letter 
introduction, he immediately received permission^ 
by an Order from Count Drauat^ Crovemor of 
the Palace^ to take his Sketches from any part 
he thought most agreeable. The present pointy 
therefore, was chosen, as ii vomhinei a better 
View of the To^ and JSay, than any other 
station he went to. 



5 s '4^i it(A} 



Of THB 

VIEW OF 



ELBA AND PORTO-FERRAJO. 



known to the ancient GredLS by this 

ftame of iEthalia, and to the Romans by that o£ 
Uva^ is an island ia the MediterraneaOy situated 
atxmv four leagues from lihe firoinontory of Pbni* 
biflo^ in Tuscany. It is of a triangular form« 
nearly twenty miles in lengths and about sixty 
miles in circumference, though there is but little 
territory, being cut into by many bays and creeks^ 
Whichndake it, in several parts, extremdy narrow* 
The Island is composed of high iand^ and at sea 
has a most beantifal appearance, many of the 
mountains being covered to their summits with 
odoriferous plants, myrtk^ and evergreen oak ^ 
while others are altogether barren and rocky 
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masses^ whose savage wildness gives a pleasing 
contrast to the callivated slopes mi valleys at 

their base, abouuding in vines and fig-trees, with 
ft little grain, and some dives. This Island was 
mnch frequented by the Greeks and Romans on 
account of the superior iron it produces. The 
mines are on the east side, at the small Town of 
Rio, (not seen in this- View.) Tho'e are no rivers 
in Elba, but a number of springs and rivuleta 
supply the inhabitants with esLcellent water ia 
abundance. The clin)ate is warm and genial, 
and the soil capable of much improvement ; yet^^ 
notwithstanding these advantages, it produces lit* 
tie to support its population, computed at from 
1 1 to 12,00Q, which is supplied with almost every 
necessary from Leghorn and Piombino ; in return 
they export iron ore, none being manufactured 
by the Elbese from want of suHicient vfpod for 
fuel, also salt and wine, which i» of excellent 
quality. Another article of e^xport is the tunny. 
This fish, and the salt, bebng gpvemmenti 
and form< a considerable part of its revenue. 

In the. ^^od are two fi^rtified towns, Porto^Fer- 
rajo, pomcMittceciL F<?rriiyo^ by: , the natives, and 
Porto-Longane, with several villages and hamlets. 
The latter town is situated on the soutli* east side 
of tbe^,Is]aiwl, Jbotc.not^ seen in- the Panorama* - 
Porto -iFeFrajOr the capital^ situated on the 
north aid^bwlt'Oa a high promontory, detached 



fiom the main laod l>y a small canal, cut on tb# 
'fonth end. as a ditch to Fort Falcone. Oter the 
canal is a draw-bridge. The Town stands at the 
entrance of an extensive Bay, bearing its name, in 

which the largest ships of war may anchor in 
perfect safety, and has a good harbour of a semi- 
eircnlar ibnn« • Its population id eslintetied at 
3000 souls. The houses are built in streets 
rising above each other on the side of a hill^ 
terminated on the top by two Foists, the Falcone 
and Fort Stella. The former is of great extent 
and considerable strength^ surrounding the whole 
west side of the town, with batteries down to 
the beach. The fort was built by Cosmo the 
First, Grand Duke of Tuscany» who recehred the 
territory of Porto-Ferrajo -from the government 
of Piombino, in 1637, to fortify the town, and 
protect it from the frequent incursions of Barba-* 
rossa, who ravaged the Island at different times. 
The Grand Duke, having completed the workSi 
called the Town Cosmb^i* 
' Fort Stella is smaller than the Falcone. It 
has a light^house, and defends the entrance o^ 
the Bay. Between these forts, upon the' top of 
a high clifl^ overhanging the sea, stands the 
. Pavilion, inhabited by Bonaparte. The buildiUjg 
is small, and consists of a centre and two #tngs, 
all one story above the ground. The centre had 
only a ground-*floor when the Emperor came to 
the Island, but he added the upper part, making 
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k disher thm tbe wii^f. Ftom benca^ on emi 

side, he had a view of his native Island, (Corsifia,) 

4i9t90t ten le^ae«i the I$laQ4^ of Capcsya atMi 
GorgoBn, vitb the CcMt of Tascamy, from the 
pQmt pe^r Legbqrn almost to Piombino ; nnd$ 
Of) tb^^ pth^ ^» the wbQ)Q Tqwih witti iti| 

Harbour and extensive Bay ; so that no vessd 
QQ^d arrive or depart witjiiQi^t bis kDQvlc^gC* 
}lt tiont qf tbe Favilkm^ on tbe oppoaitQ skie of 
thfi rwl, were the Barracks of ti)e Imperial 
QmriSB who fcrijowed Bonaparte from Franoe^ 
consisting of 700 picked men ; and within aa 
hpivdi:i94 >ards bU pother b^ 9 ycry e^t#Q9ivj9 

^ - hMs«« 

Tfee *tr^t§ of Porto-Ferr^jp are inconyejiijent 
m fiMKquenee of tbfir aacenc, and beio^ pay^ 
in steps, except one whioh runs tbe whole lengtU 
of to)yaj i»ear the Quay. Of course 
tMiH^ jWa mm in tfaevi $ ncur wer? Hy^a ^ny 
\Q tJhf:towp, exicept those of lionaparte and bi^ 
miite* Aa there was oo carriageway, be c;ai|-% 
strucied a mad from bis house, behind the town, 
toftilftg %rough the gate of Fort Jtalcipne W ^fl 
fOU^iry* A<t the period this View was ta{ceilj 
< liifrci were tw<> hotels, the one had tolerable 
acoptQIHodMion, but tbe otbeir dirt^ in tb^ 
extreme; and aavaral coflte-houseSi but no placea 
. at public amu^emeat i though it w^s iji;>l(6nc)ed tq^ 
have had a company of jperformers as soon as ^ 
theaUe cuuld toxnplctcd ; for whicli purpose 
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the Emperor had ordered the principal church, 
used by ttie f'reooh before hig arrival as a barrack. 
|0 be fitted u|v and whiph, ip. November, wm 
li^arly finished. The town ooe square^ called 
the ^^^^c^ d'jirn^. )Ieif^ y>Qoe jCorakan mrottt 

were daily drilled, by Qpijeral Cambrone, during 
lylc. Jiarker^s st^y, Til^^ doobtj ibrmcd 
part of the body tbat aeei^pmled Bonaparte 

yfaRfiC. The sid^ .q/ iiie. ^^arbour is bound- 
ed ]t>]r |4 lopg Vf^k^ f^rimg psan'Araeaal, callaol 
the Ling^ijetta, teripinated by a very singular 
Tower» .(Fort Mf^t^l^^O 7f am tbi$. pouat tbe 
preseot vifw wa^ tahfii* ^ the observer ia rt- 
Q)oved a $ho|'t way from it ia order to &bow a 
wor}^ pf r^pami9H# ip ita fenk 

^ipip Fort MaFtelle to Fort Stella is one con- 
tipued range of bat^^^, by which the entrance 
to Porto*Ferrajo is compjetely 4elen4ed» makitig; 
tjic whole town oiie tli^ stropgeat fortresses in 
£i^ope» 

Qn the aide of the Bay, a little to the 
^Ut,b pf tkQ toW0« ^U^ni» F(¥t , St. Claud, built 
to protect the Xiazaretto qo tkt beach belomr. 

In cpnstructing this La«AlctU^ Bonaparte formed 

a plan j|a make f orlna-Fartiya^ a ^oaraatiM station 

for vessels coming from the east el das Medit^r^ 
]:ainean^ ^ it wo^ld be nearer for «ithem than, 
going to L^onit iba ptane wtefa- addk sbipd 

generally perform that ceremony. In doing this 
he offended the people of Leghorn^ as it was 
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depriving them of some adv antages ; and, as a V6S** 
sel actually came to £iba from Malta, and landed 
her good^ &c. in tbe1.azaretto» the government 
of Leghorn declared the whole Island to be 
under quarantine, at the same time prohibiting 
any comtntinieation with Che Elbese. This 
measure had the desired effect; for, after a 
lapae of two moattMk Bonaparte, finding hit 8ub-« 
jeots wete in danger of being starved, was forced- 
to reUpqui&h bis quarantine project, and the 
works wm disGontinned. Some of the build-' 
ings, in their unfinished state, are seen in the 
Panorama. Over them, at some distance, are. 
seen twoifi)rt8,>he one» Fwt B/anCp situated upon 
a high hill near the sea, was bailt by the French ; 
th^ other was coustrocted by the English, when 
' the Uiad was in onr possession in ]80f*S. It^ 
16 called Fort j4ng!ois, 

. A little to the left of the Lazaretto is /inco/i-* 
stante, a corvette brig of war of eighteen guns, 
belonging to the Emperor, and the only ship he 
had, (the same in which he returned to France.) 
She wa« sent to Naplbs to convey his- siatei* 
Fauiipe, the Princess Borgbese, to Elba; who 
. amved on the 3 1 St of October last Imniediate^ 
ly i^pon the brig appearing in sight, Bonaparte, 
accompanied by somft officers, went in a barge, 
followed by some others, to meet the Priritess at: 
>.fiea, and returned with her in the barge under ft* 
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royal talote finm tfao^ goat MSB ml ite end ^ 

the Lingu^ta, where the Emperor, Colonel Sir 
N« Campbell, Co«iii(s Berlrand and Drouot, aod 
General Cmbtotoe, wte repmeated io the Faint- 

ing. " " 

The day •after tbe arrival of tbe PrinoeBSy tiro 
merchant brigs entered the harboar, and landed 
^ great quantity of propei;ty belonging to her, as 
was said; tbis^ urith th^ repdrt that she intend^ 
to remain in Porto-Ferrajo, and Bonaparte conti- 
liiltng to &nish bis country palace io the Valley 
^ St* Martins, appeared ^ if he had no idea, 
at that tirae, of. quitting the Island, He went 
altnosi every day to inspect the progress of tbia 
new palace, to which he had formed an agree- 
able road ftom tbe town, and travelled in a 
barouche, drawn by four horses, accompanied by 
Count Bertrand, or Count Drouot, the Governor . 
t>f the Palace, and a Secretary. Some guards 
attended the carriage, which was always preceded 
by out^riderss Among the guards were some • 
of tbe Polish regiment, and two MamakOtes. > 
The vessel seen a-head ofrincondtautejs asettee 
from Tunis, which eame ioto4ii« Day bn Ih3« 
count of bad weather. The next day two ' 
merchant brigs belonging to Gknoa, 4}tlt^ utid^ 
Bnglish colours, cam^iln fer sMt«r <^ itf#^ii&ttf% 
account. The State of Tunis beifig then at war 
with Gfenoa, Bonaparte supposed that tbe aetteti 
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fcdidw tbc brigs wfactt ttny anile^ cni 

capture them ; he therefore laid an emburgo 
ibe Tooisiao vessel, and ordeted a gmjtd to b6 
plflcedM tlM LingiMltd^ vriftbftae gUM {MOibMcl 
at ber^ to prevent her slipping out at nighty uiltil 
fte brigfr had ^led a aufiffi^iiiil tio»e io Meble 



dum to reach tbrfr dMinalkM hi «aAty< 

Over I'Inconstante are seeW the Mardana 
klMwlaifia, tim hi^bm hi thd fchwd; Ib^ ttif 
eompo^ of marble and gramti^y and h^v€ qtiar-^ 
Ties which were worked id the time of the 
Bomank in t&e viehiky cf fbestf nfottiitaiM» m 

Marciana, is the tnost lucrative tunny fishery ; 
the other is in' the Bay of Porto-Ferrqo^ on the 
«ait sMe^ opposite to> the mM Villggt of Mb* 

gazine, where there is a good bouse belonging 
tio the superiiHeodant of the fialieryr The fishing 
aeaBoa is in May«^ Last year, wfiM the (ndriod 
for beginning the fishery arrived, Bonaparte at- 
tended at ks conHtfencenieiit^ Mi struck one of 
the fi^ with a harpoon^ mUm thm Ae4l4iiMScM 
of the fishermen, 

Vndot Maga^Mi a' Wgcf iMfkf ibmed of 

casks, was occasionally anchored at the Bay, for 
the purpose of firing at with red'-hot shot : at 
this exercise the troops weiia geHtfRrfiy employ^ 

twice a-week in one of the batteries near Fort 
Stella. To prevent accidents, on such occasions, 

two small blue fiags were constantly flying at the 
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end of the Lbguetta^ and on Fort Martelle, be* 
yond whichy when seen in a line, no boat was to 
pass during the operation ; similar flags were 
placed at the other end of the battery, to prevent 
boats coming in at that time. 

The Portrait of Bonaparte^ introduced in the 
Panorama, represents him in the costume he 
usually wore in Elba. He appeared to be growa 
extremely corpulent, very easy and a&ble in his 
manner^ and in remarkably good health. 
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